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Dear Parent\Guardian:

During the week of February 5- 9th,
Northwoods will be holding our Jump Rope for Heart event!

\\V/)

\\V/)

@ (This year we will be doing our event in honor b @

Jump Rope for Heart is a fun event! It encouragesmunity service and is educational. Our studetits

learn jump rope skills while raising money to fuifdsaving research and educational programs speddzy
the American Heart Association.

Our school receives some physical education equipared educational materials just for participat-
ing in the project but our school also qualifiesddditional equipment based on the total amoumt th

students collect — so while we are doing a greatroanity service activity, our school also benefits!
With our tight budget, this comes in handy!

Return the collection envelope by your child’s ghgseducation period the week of Fed5-9
BE SURE the envelope has your child’'s name andnndtion filled out!
Envelopes will come home to families the first wéeldanuary.

Family and friends are welcome to support yourdihiparticipation by making contribution¥.our

child can even raise funds On-Line!! Step by step instructions about our simple o@ dianation
program are provided on the back of this lettefs EASY & FUN!!

Your child will receive “Thank You Gifts” from thAmerican Heart Association based on the amount
of money he/she collects, but it is voluntary tetiggpate in the collectionOne important

thing to remember...your child should not go door to door or ask strangers for
money!

PLEASE convert all cash into a check or money ordeecks need to be made payable to the
American Heart Association.

If your employer has a “Matching Gifts” programegake indicate the matched amounts on the collec-
tion envelope and include the matching gifts forithwour donation.

Please support our Jump Rope for Heart programgbufhave questions or if you can volunteer atemamt,
please contact me.

Sincerely,
Betsy Beals, Physical Education Specialist

ARy

For more information about the American Heart Agstian, visit americanheart.org
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October 2006

Dear Parent/Guardian:

In the Spring of 2006, students in elementary and middle schools across theoktateew End-of-Grade
Math test for the first time. This new math test was designed byaiiees®e that it would be much harder t
pass than the old test, which had been used since 2001. On the old math test, about@@¥ioEHte-
wide got at least a Level lll score, which is the state’s definitiopa$sing.” In order to push students an

schools to do better, the state decided to set the statewide passorgthasenew test so that about 65% of
students will pass.

[®N

The result of this is that students statewide did not do nearly asmlis new math test as they had been
used to doing on the old one. The lower passing rate on this new test alsohata@y elementary and

middle schools which had met the state’'s “Adequate Yearly ProgasRYP”) standard in past years
will not do so in 2006.

Results reported by the state show that students in Wake County did betismawtmath test than stu-

dents in other parts of the state. The passing rate on this new testarCdlakty was about 74%, about
nine percentage points higher than the statewide passing rate.

Although these results are lower than what we were used to seeing on #st,alek twill continue to work

toward this new, higher standard that the state has set for us. Bydthisibar,” the state is trying to mak
sure that our students are learning what they need to know to compete and $=fidumain now and in the
future, and we share that goal. Scores have increased steadily @vier Wake County on virtually every

test that the state has developed since the early 1990s, and Wake Canh@ystand staff will continue
working hard to ensure that this new math test will be no exception.

D

Sincerely,
David Holdzkom
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